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Oversight Commission – Special Meeting (Summit) 
Meeting Minutes 
March 23, 2023 

 

In attendance: 

Chair Monica Zamora, Retired, Court of Appeals 
Vice Chair Judge John F. Davis, Retired, 13th Judicial District 
Representative Gail Chasey, NM House of Representatives, District 18 
Ms. Monica R. Corica, JD, NM Legal Aid 
Hector Diaz, Ph.D., Director and Professor, School of Social Work, NMSU  
Shaniah Gallegos, Youth Leader  
Elena Giacci, Trainer and Advocate 
Twila Hoon, JD, CAAP Director, NM Administrative Office of the Courts  
Bernie Lopez, Parent Advocate  
Senator Linda Lopez, NM State Senate, District 11 
Pamela Pierce, JD, CEO Silver Bullet Productions 

Absent: 

Cristen Conley, JD, Director, Corinne Wolfe Center for Child and Family Justice 
Cathyanna Sedillo, Youth Leader 

OFRA Director  
Beth Gillia, JD 

OFRA Contractor 
Mary Ann Shaening, Ph.D. 

Arika Sanchez 

 

Welcome 

Chair Zamora opened the meeting at 10:10 and welcomed Members.   
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Agenda 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the agenda and was unanimously approved.  

Overview of the Child Welfare System – Presentation and Discussion 

Director Beth Gillia provided an overview of the Child and Family Welfare System. Members asked questions 
and engaged in discussion. 

Opportunities Moving Forward – Presentation and Discussion 

Beth began the conversation about opportunities for OFRA. Members discussed what they saw as opportunities 
that generally fell in four categories: opportunities to become more family-centered; opportunities to create 
more accountability; opportunities for system improvement; and opportunities to improve the quality of 
representation and advocacy.  

Website: Mission, Purpose, and Operating Principles (Drafts)  

Mary Ann Shaening showed Members the draft website and engaged them in a discussion about the content 
related to mission, purpose, and operating principles. Members suggesting that these materials be re-ordered; 
that we should re-state the draft mission in less formal language; and that we should consider a vision 
statement as well. They further suggested that we should use the term “guiding principles” rather than 
“values” or “operating principles.”  

Roles & Responsibilities – Presentation and Discussion 

Members reviewed the draft roles and responsibilities for the Commission and those for the Director. Several 
suggestions were made and these will be incorporated in the Oversight Commission Guidelines that will be 
reviewed, revised and adopted by the Commission. 

Chair Zamora also spoke about the possibility of developing sub-committees. This will be taken up more 
formally at the March business meeting (March 27, 2023). 

Legislature Recap; OFRA Budget  

Beth Gillia reported that we did not get the budget we requested ($11 million in state general fund which 
included $5.3 million from the AOC); that we essentially got the $5.3 plus $2 million more. This means that the 
rollout will be more incremental: there will only be one regional office (Albuquerque) with less than full 
interdisciplinary services. It will take two more years to get to all five regional offices. 

Adjourn 

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting and was unanimously approved. The meeting was 
adjourned at 3:45pm. 
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